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About i-dance Taipei (idt) 2023

i-dance Taipei is a biennial international festival taking place in Taiwan that
revolves around dance improvisation since 2011. This year is the seventh idt taking
place in Taipei. Initiated and organized by Taipei-based dance company Ku &
Dancers, idt is a festival of showcases, workshops, open jam, round-table discus-
sion, outdoor and indoor performances. While the name “i‘dance” implies its
emphasis on improvisation dance, the festival is not limited to dance form only. By
gathering local and international improvisers of various disciplines, idt aims to
create a dynamic community of teachers, students, performers, audiences, groups
as well as individuals that are devoted to the practice of improvisation, recognizing
its contribution to the artistic diversity as well as its potential for making positive
social changes.

What does “i-dance” mean?
idance stands for “improvisational dance”.
Itis a practice in which listening and the freedom of expressing are equally valued.

idance implies its “independent” and “interconnected” nature.
Itis a community strengthened by both idiosyncrasy and group work,

i-dance is “international”.

We hope to form a global community of dance researchers, practitioners, teachers,
students, performers, audiences and dance lovers. idt is happening in conjunction
with our Asian neighbor cities including i*dance Hong Kong, i*dance Japan and
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From the Artistic Director %?‘-JA\ ;é»

Improvisation, like underwear, is worn inside and not talked about much. We let it
slip through the tongue accidentally. After decades of talking about it, we ought to say it and
say it out loud with a festival. Hence, we have i-dance Taipei.

After the chaos of international artists unable to attend last time, the 2023 i-dance
Taipei is back on track. Itis the seventh of the biennial festival, meaning thirteen years have
passed. We have accumulated not only experience but also dance lovers/participants,
including more from abroad. We are expecting nine days of a variety of events with
highlights and surprises, which include Open Showcases, the lively warm-up event; the
in-depth Workshops; the connoisseur recognizable and layman enjoyable Environmental
Theatre and Spectrum of Dance Improvisation; the thought-provoking Round Table Discus-
sions; and, to end the festival with another climax, the Open Jam.,

This year, we invite from abroad Sebastian Prantl, who has put a lot of effort into
dance in Vienna for decades; Nam Jeongho, the pioneer of Korean contemporary dance;
Dai Jian, a Chinese dancer from France with a unique vision and dazzling creations; and the
always at the forefront Daniel Yeung, an old friend from Hong Kong. What sparks can this
carefully considered lineup produce? Locally, we invite Tung I-Fang and Hsiao-Tzu Tien,
both very active in the contemporary dance circle. Other than the diverse expertise, another
characteristic of idt is that it has considerable musicians, forming a mini-United Nations of its
own, creating climaxes for the festival. This year, we have Arnaud Lechat, Coordt Linke,
Yu-Jung Li, Viktor Schramek, Zih-Ning Tai, Sheng-Kai Chuang and Sarah Chou. Let us see
how they challenge themselves while perfecting the dance.

The core of idt is the members from Ku & Dancers. Together, we plan, prepare, do
our work, help and support each other, and even perform on stage. It is a unique approach
to teamwork. Even exhausted, we felt accomplished because we had completed a complex
task again. Feeling the excitement and happiness of the festival participants, we know that
we are not alone in this road of improvisation dance. Let us enjoy this nine-day together!

05
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About Ku & Dancers

Founded by choreographer Ming-Shen Ku in 1993, Ku & Dancers is the
only professional dance company in Taiwan. It devotes itself to the development
and exploration of improvisation performance. Nonetheless, choreographic and
improvisation dance works, performed in theatre or outdoors, are in the compa-
ny’'s repertoire and have toured in Taiwan, Hong Kong, America, Australia, France,
UK and China.

In 2000, the company started the first choreography forum, Taiwan Dance
Umbrella, for two years, providing opportunities and mentorship for young chore-
ographers to create their new dance works. It also encourages the company
members to produce choreographic works, intensifying their creativity hence
strengthening their improvisation ability.

In 2010, a 70-minute-long improvisation with no score dance piece
Decode2010 received enthusiastic responses from the audience. Nominated for
the Taishin Arts Award, it was considered a landmark of the company.

Since 2011, Ku & Dancers has organized i-dance Taipei, a biennial
international festival of improvisation dance and allying with other i-dance-festival
organizers, i-dance HK, i-dance Japan and i-dance Korea. Convening internation-
al and local dance artists, i-dance Taipei in years has become a prominent dance

event, not only in Taiwan but also in Asia.
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Event Schedule & Maps

EiLRAER®H O
Taipei Performing Arts Center
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No. 1 J!:’L‘:'.(." Rd

}n in Dist., Taipei City
| MRT Jiantan Statior
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Taipei Backstage Pool

[ 3T A LaA PU = 20058
| LWL 58
00, Sec. 4, Yanping N. Rd., P ¢

Datong Dist., Taipei City

&itmXE

| MRT Yuanshan Station
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11/14 11/15 11/16 11/17 11/18
Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat.

11/11 11/12
Sat. Sun.

(5

BILRFREHPONE > HiEi8e
Taipei Performing Arls Cenler 11F, Studio 4

10:00-13:00 10:00-13:00

WEE MBI 11 > HPI8d
Taipe rforming Arts Center
10:00-13:00 11F, Studio 4

D > IR

S LIRS
Talpet Performing Arts Center

10:00-13:00

il ! 14: 4.:
Eﬂﬂﬁi’éﬁtls
% 18:30-
£ _/ St
| == MIRRENSR
Open Jam

Sun Hall
12:30- 13:00 L tEisWorkshopt LiEisWorkshopS fEisWorkshop7 L
RIAGIS sewTans | mam ST #59 REan .
Environmental Sebastian Prantl] Nam Jeongh Daniel Y Dai, Ji st
Theater astian Pran am Jeongho aniel Yeung ai, Jian Discussion
14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00 14:00-17:00
14:30- e Workshop2 LfEi5sWorkshop8 T i shop8 EiFWorkshop9
EDRR RN EDRURAKIR ] i A HERTEME | B
o:‘" Open Dai, Jian Daniel Yeung Nam Jeongho Sebastian Prantl § Arnaud Lechat
Showcase Showcase

B S Music

FEILRREADO ST 19:45 19:45

118 > S
Taipei Performing Arts Center BDRISEE LA

Spectrum1

BN FE X
Spectrum2

Gl

11F, Studio Spectrum3
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11/12 Sun. 14:30 m . f AT | BERIRETPL > KSR —
| Wit ait;lia'.l’tmii/ &y ‘ gﬂqn v 5 "i ‘ Taipei Performing Arts Center, Sun Hall r &
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Bl Loy . | ST FTIRBERAOIEL - BV B SAVRMR - FERSASHE AT ERRAES - FAL
Wﬁﬁ(}ﬂ%%ﬁ' !ﬁﬁ.t&\\ LT , Al ' ' No Frame, No Limit, Any Moment, Any Place, As One We Dance. N
,’{,‘:’ —, Co’rﬂ' ra'(anety of ShO{t improvisa- MYy
" '-L o ces e : yo I8

ﬁﬁi’ REK (Hame) - RES - FRE RS - M8 B8E B8 T

EEF A8 - M =T WS

——

An-Li Su, Mei Li(rehearsal master), Christopher Chu, Ming-Chu Yu, Jean-jean Chang, =
Yi-Chi Lin, Szu-Ying Lai, Jen-Hung Huang

Arnaud Lechat, Coordt Linke, Yu-Jung Li, Zih-Ning Tai
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11/14 Tue. (10:00~13:00) & 11/17 Fri. {(14:00~17:00)

ATEGEIMTRSR B0 —FEER - BiE - BEISE
FFREEY  RZEZR TORZERE > TESEREE TR
fimbE) BRAERRKERANE ENGE—ARIARTIFIHIRE
D—EE"EERNAREN !

The workshop will discuss and explore the evolutionary
process from the general term ‘improvisation’ — as a rather
vague, widespread definition in various fields: music, dance,
yort oL theatre and will focus on the term ‘real-time-composition’ as
11/14 Tue. ~ 11/18 Sat. a reference code in post-modernism. 'IMPROVISATION...

10:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:00 real-time-composition’ - as an extended duo function title is
BILTREMPOE > HERIB4 intentional!

Taipei Performing Arts Center 11F, Studio 4

RRZ R 8B BZIHNBHRTESHEABELESR
T1Esh « FBREZFEANREIRE TIRS -

Different ways of approaching body, movement, space

and one other, presented by the festival's guest artists

from Austria, France, Korea and Hong Kong

12 © S.P.TAW



11/14 Tue. (14:00~17:00) & 11/17 Fri. {10:00~13:00)

1 &1+ 1 FEMEREHEN TFHREZES
RY - EAWFRENR TFHFETF - BIEN
FEREE—Z  BATE  REUR—E
AHMERENBRE - FRENEZIRRIRISIEN
RESN - ER—EALBRFENREARRNE
B EREAREEMFERE SR
HER ; EXEEBEFRR APNRAM
ABE  EEhRAAS—EIHEMIE - (

\
1&1+1 is a workshop of two consecutive%

sessions that will focus on the relationship
between Active & Passive + an Addon
Factor, exploring the creativity and expres-
siveness of improvisation dance. It's an
experiment based on relationships and
choices; it explores the unknown and
freedom in the foreseeable logical relations
of limit; it focuses on the perception and role
of any individual in a group; it develops into
a group relationship.

C Gara;g;e Li
L.

11/15 Wed. (10:00~13:00) & 11/16 Thu. (14:00~17:00)

FIFHEEEE-BERRIRAEN MBS - MRAESRAHRENERIFSRE
RMAVERE - WM HESUAENDIERE - MERBHEMEPLNFTER -

The aim of this class is to produce a language of observation and decision-making
that will become the basis for communication in the open improvisational sets that
conclude each work. And also to find and recognize different ways of seeing,

listening and partnerships.




11/15 Wed. (14:00~17:00) & 11/16 Thu. (10:00~13:00)
I{Fh4&S5
R ~ Bl N8 s
Workshop 4 & 5

Quick & Fun

by Daniel Yeung (HK)

iA

5
= T

;i £ 75 R
Rl BRNBE L i5HRSRKEEAN ni-aggmamnn
% - UEIAE= A Z IS BRI | R A3 RIS
A BELS S AW  SAEEER(nstant Gliore ;
R ESEA A RSN B 0B BERBERIRER.
ﬁ%%ﬂﬁZMﬁﬂ&!%%lﬂﬁB?lﬁa“xmm:ﬂ—
8 - R |

nious choreographer from Hong Kong. will lead the w
place your body into any environment and transform

elements, allowing an instantaneous dialogue betwe
will develop into a fun dance with an unexpected
ters, emotions, etc., thus evolving into a fun ga
Through playing with different media, thls works
choreograph and perfom or even,pnhances

T{EiH 9
peliE (i)

Workshop 9
pesation
pitiation
B cchat (FR)

improvise instantly? ‘m'approwa the questions
of time, rhythm, sller%e space? Where does
spontaneous inspiratioRi@@me from? This three-hour
practical workshop, offered by musician Arnaus
qulat ' rofessmnal dancers wnII attempt to
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Performance: Spectrum of Dance Improvisation

of performers.
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MR EEANBNEE ENE - @A/ EE - FREDEFFRE LR |

Four shows of dance and music improvisation, with unprecedented lineups

&
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(DBEE101*)

(eiE101*) f1+1=111) f1+1=111)
INVOCATION 101* | 1+1=111 1+1=111 INVOCATION 101*
# /Ausiria #HK #/HK B/ Austna
HEN T EHH Bl 1881 BT =W
Sebastian Pranll Daniel Yeung Daniel Yeung Sebastian Prant/
(NERRIT+1) {8it+—A8) (RIERAII+1) (&it+—A)
WiIP for 1+ 1 Taipei November | WIP for 111 Taipei November
& /France ¥/ Karaa */France M/ Koraa
mel = i3] R
Dal, Jan Nam Jeongho Dai, Jian Nam Jeongho
(RRF18) (ZREHE-01) (XK GALA
Survival Ring Posture Exercise 01) Meet Again KI2023 MBS
& ITW W STW All (12023 artists
FRRLT - IUSG  KPB SR | BER HTH  H¥E
MEW - N Hsiao-Tzu Tien An-Li Su, Chia-Hsien Su v

Yi-Chi Lin, Alex Chen,
Tamaki Mizuno,

Szu-Ying Lai &
Jen-Hung Huang

(FEMBEMR (€51 p]: 0] (BE&FE-01)
BEMEMSS) FHMERR) Posture Exercise 01,
Imagination Imagination &ITW ]
Takes Us to Dance | Takes Us to Dance J ¥ ’
“ITW TV Hsiao-Tzu Tien
Mias WA AR vaar Faga) M55 - BEIF 8 vaer Fasges)
Tung, I-Fen, Nikar Fangas § Tung, I-Fen, Nikar Fangas

MIX MIX

MiIX

)
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(PREE101*)
INVOCATION 101*

(BREFRIT+ 1)
WIP for 1+ 1

11/16 - 11/19

> e A

FI‘)E#(‘\”E)\%&&.SHO)BEP .

;mwgﬁﬁﬁﬁ) #,w,;
’rm@omgndﬁwﬁwml
(@xﬁ&§r§> '
—m:mm (1865-1938)

First autumn mornmg &
the mirror | stare into
- shows my father's face.
‘The moment two bubbles
are united, they bZ} vanish.
A lotus blooms.
—Murykam/ Kijo+(1 865- 1 938)

11/16 - 11/18

SETHNE  BUBENKAE  ERPRNOKEPE NHEF), (—RABNAE
KiR) 1288 0 S AERAE - LERBBHE SNESHH M RIERENOREUR
RERH - ALK - ENTHMZRER—IRZARIEERM » EAEHE - 57
H) RRIEEXNERENAERITR » HISUARRLE ﬁﬂ%%?ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ&ﬂ%m
BEMNBR 2% 6 TEFH - BECHSY  ENHEE TONRRZMEE
T IR EROBIRE -

Clad in an industrial outfit, impersonal and dazzling with an aseptic whiteness, the
dancer moves in a very sober setting in contact with Billy — a heavy wooden tray.
The latter structures and frames his freedom of expression through its constraining
weight and its binding format. His inner light, shadow and movements untie and
multiply s Sometimes bending under his burden, sometimes rediscovering the
mancip abhmself the dancer spllts To the rhythm of the clicks g




¢85

sz&? | B

—

- I ~  Tamaki Mizuno, Szu-Ying Lai
Jen-Hung Huang
Music | Sarah Chou

I

BRI | PRIGHT - R KEF S MEic DancelYi-CtliA_Lin;'ﬁlexChen‘ I
I

L

AERE— BB -

_ Life is a game of survival.

(FEMNBRRFEMEHRSE)
Imagination Takes Us to Dance
1116 - 11/17

15 & » — (ISR — IR L RN BB HE  BEABESESB LR —EER&IE
R WL RIEOIF - BIENSE | BREDOEHR  SREFENE

On the stage, itis a daily dialogue between a mother and a four-year-old daughter.
The performance attempts to transform this into scenes of imagination, creating the
playfulness of dance and the fun of improvisation! Imagination is a chance to move,
and the body is the proof of existence.

o
o e
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1117 ~ 11118

B | 881 #ae Dance | Daniel Yeun Chun-Kuen Fong
S8 | #0E(1117) 78 - HF(1118)  Music| Arnaud Lechat

*TRIEE  BiRkE r

L4 .
FAENE JEAGEIE | BE2s=RNSEE00 « FE || Dancef IEELD BIFE A

**Special guest: Force Chun-Kuen Fong

one of the founders of I-Dance Hong Kong, is a dance teacher who has taught™Contact

Improvisation® in Hong Kong for more than 25 years. o

MERRENEL) MNIEMS AR —IBRRIMEEGHNEANEE BERAIS - AR -
2 —IEIENFEEEHILAEA TR - ERIXESISREQIRISS SRR E
Whze - 1 HENMESRE  BEENFRIBEE - BEISEEISERERE b &
F—ARNTTE  ERURRMARFORE/ZM - tho]ARRAZBERMY/E
AR \-BEXFEE - SKEMEADROBESE - NERBFINEE--th
SEEMF MEMRENE) R EAREEaERRRI AR 2

24

To me, "contact improvisation" is not a
fixed routine or technique that pursues
external shapes and patterns. On the
contrary, it is an internalized power the
Chinese traditional culture says. It can
multiply any physical or dance skills
already there. 1+1 seems to be two bodies.
The core is to "transform™ this power into
the third intermediary element through the
ontact, anytime and anywhere. It can be a
bullding/space where two people coexist. It
can be any object/prop, music, sound, text,
etc. between them. The age of the two
—bodies improvising-in front of you today
adds up to exactly 111. It also signifies the
continuous multiplication capability of what
<3 they can bring out when they come into
contact infinite possibilities and outcomes.
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1117 - 1119
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Dance | Nam Jeongho
Music | Zih-Ning Tai

1117 - 1118

nE | BERE

A v.?:n:'

BERE | BBE
Dance | Hsiao-Tzu Tien

Sound Design | Hai-Ting Liao

BRARE HEEFPINERIRE » TR
R BREDRRE - D& Tl EREE -

Observe and fathom the body shapes in
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11/18

#i5 | 827 HFW  Dance| An-Li Su, Chia-Hsien Su
BRI ERE Music| Zih-Ning Tal

R E4TE » FHRNOEHE - BEELEAR
BERSHERED - —RIF - CIREDER -
Walking on the timeline, fragmented
memories piece together the outline of the

body in different times and spaces, for a
moment looking back and gazing.

sereer
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Round Table Discussion SXENEZRIEAIL - FREENR

Difference & Distance
11/18 Sat. 10:30 in the cultural, space-time and
EILRBHEAT PO > HEAE4 social facets of
Taipei Performing Arts Center 11F, Studio 4 improvisation dance

BEAREHNRBOEAIZHRLSFRTH - BAEESNCIERSINRES
HEZREEARNETRE - PEORIRE - ZiRERE -

The festival's guest artists will share experiences and brainstorm ideas with
foci on the different facets of improvisation dance when facing an era of
dramatic transition and change today.

11/19 Sun. 18:30
BILSURIS A KIS

‘Taipei Backstage Po'\

A,

© fg‘ﬁjh Effia Pan
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Artist Profile
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EARGASERRSREIEER BREGHAS
A 3 (AR RIS DR 22 R BN 4
W EMERAI R 2§08 - 2000FRINRE i
BifOE - HEAERRE SERR—ERRL
R SEEE MRS - 1818 B2 RS
WREZ - it 03 BREEBRIF LR K3 B
1~ HESFIARKARS - L
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Born in Vienna, Sebastian Prantl, a prominent figure ﬁ A
performing arts skills in 1980s New York. In 1988, co;f d 2
Wien — TRANS ART WORKS) with concert pianist Cecilia Li. creat
international projects at the intersection of art, architecture, and:
distinctive choreography is hailed as a 'Gesamtkuns € ' (total
spanning Europe and the world. Accolades include AuQil%  federa 't
and a European art award, bolstered by his role as gﬂ’é)éembl ary teacherin =

real-time composition and choreography. Since 2009, he ha‘s-directad; the Intern.
tional ChoreoLab Austria (ICLA), fostering postgraduate education in a Ui
blend of dance, theory, and holistic training. His artistic philosophy @res\ 71
‘profundity of chance,' championing process and catharsis in daily physicaQ AC

tice.

THEES | 1114~ 1017 TEOBL-- BEESSEHE) ah

R i | 1116 - 11119 {PREE101°} LR T
Workshop | IMPROVISATION...real-time-composition 11/14, 11/17 »

“ Performance | INVOCATION 101* 11/16, 11/19

.
o



gﬁﬁu {33 THEYS | 1114 - 1117 T18&1+1y
AA Py o - g
B | 116 - 11118 (RFFAYT + 17

Dai Jian Fr) Workshop | 18141 11/14, 11117
Performance | WIP for 1+17 11/16, 11/18

BRESAHE  TABREBHEEMOPERER - SWEEMaiOui Danse ArtsHFEE
WRE - LRMBARBMASELRANE  LMAZERERSEERAASA -
IEERERREENRURILFAAREGES (FEEE) 7S - BNREEL
fF - EERSRABEMFRAE - SHEEREESREEEESFREIERRR
EEEBERENTRAEMFESE ) 202F BB RTHEREESATES
1EEFHE - 2000F LR REHRRAREN > MASHE=EANTERNAAERE
DMEAEE - BF (ERER) R (BYYE) 25EaY £F8HP) B T
AMSEHBME FOAERML - 2016 F HEMFBRIFMN MERBMBR; N2
ERETHENEL - BEEAER S MIIMaiOui Danse Arts 22 W - FRFBIEERI
AR EEGENREEAFRBEHIESR -

Dai Jian is a versatile Chinese artist based in Lyon, France, serving as the Artistic
Director of MaiOui Danse Arts and holding academic roles in Beijing. His artistic
journey spans contemporary dance, classical dance, and martial arts. He began
his creative career at eighteen, earning acclaim at the National Dance Competition
in China and receiving the New Stars in Performing Arts award in Guangzhou City.
His international path took him from the Beijing Dance Academy to New York,
where he danced with Shen Wei Dance Arts and Trisha Brown Dance Company.
He showcased his talent with works like "Blue Room" and "Silent Dialogue”
premiered at renowned venues. In 2016, he completed an MFA program at
Bennington College with scholarships. Since 2016, he has led MaiOui Danse Arts
in France. A multidisciplinary artist, he seamlessly combines performance and
visual arts, collaborating with artists from diverse fields.
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Nam Jeongho, Professor Emeritus of Korea National University of Arts and former
Artistic Director of Korea National Contemporary Dance Company (2020-2023), is
a distinguished figure in Korean contemporary dance. She began her journey with
Cie Jean-Gaudin in France in 1980 before returning to Korea to become a dance
professor at Kyungsung University. Her unique dance style broke from the Ameri-
can-centric trends of her time, reshaping Korean contemporary dance. She joined
the Korea National University of Arts in 1996 as a professor in the Faculty of
Choreography, nurturing young choreographers until her retirement in 2018. As
Artistic Director of KNCDC since February 2020, Nam has launched innovative
projects like This is Not a Game and the Flexible Days home training series. She
also brought her work Pallae to the stage and created a dance film based on it in
March 2021. Her international impact includes teaching roles at U.C.L.A., Univer-
sity of Hawaii, Yanbian University in China, and Danza Universitaria in Costa Rica.
Nam's global experiences have enriched her choreographic vision and artistic
range. She's also an accomplished author with books like Terpsichore in Bare
Feet, How to Appreciate Contemporary Dance, My Secret Dance, and Imagine
with the Body.
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Yeung is a multifaceted figure in the arts, known as an independent curator,
choreographer, and arts critic. He graduated from The Chinese University of Hong
Kong with a major in Fine Arts and a minor in Chinese Music. Although he's
self-taught in dance, he received scholarships for choreography studies in Amster-
dam and London, earning recognition in Europe's BalletTanz yearbook as "The
Choreographer to Look At." In 2002, he received the "Rising Artist Award" from the
Hong Kong Arts Development Council. He is a seven-time recipient of the Hong
Kong Dance Awards and twice earned "Top Five Best Dance Works of the Year”
from the South China Morning Post. His contributions to curating, choreographing,
performing, teaching, and criticism in the development of Hong Kong's dance
culture earned him the title of "Best Artist of the Year (Dance)" from the Hong Kong
Arts Development Council in 2013. He also took on leadership roles, serving as
Chairman (Dance Sector) and Vice-Chair (Arts Criticism) at the Hong Kong Arts
Development Council. In 2020, he received the prestigious "Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award” from the Hong Kong Dance Awards.



- A== she imparts knowledge as a full-time lecturer at the University of Taipei and serves
Tun g I-<Fen as the Co-Artistic Director of Fist and Cake Production, leaving an indelible mark

on the arts scene.
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Tung I-Fen, a versatile artist from Tainan, Taiwan, wears many hats—choreogra-
pher, performer, educator, and curator—spanning dance, theatre, film, music, and

P

technical art. Her art delves into the crossroads of humanity, society, and nature. e R RE T EEAE
Tung's artistic journey has seen her in notable residencies at Cite Internationale TR a7 S - '

: : e . FEAMRIIRRBEIRIE -
des Arts in Paris and other esteemed institutions. Since 2020, she has curated »
various programs, like Dance Park and Unboxing: Live Art Arena, showcasing her Born in 2019, Nikar Fangas is growing up in - _‘_AR
works globally. From London to India, her performances have captivated diverse the multicultural society of Taiwan and
audiences. Tung excels in interdisciplinary productions, including the acclaimed exploring the environment without limits.

"Dear John," and collaborates with Anarchy Dance Theatre since 2016. Currently,
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Tien, born in 1984 in Tainan, is a Taipei-based freelance choreographer, dancer,
and performer. Her choreography explores human emotions shaped by time,
history, culture, and environment. Tien collaborates internationally, engaging with
theatre and performance arts, and connecting with diverse cultures and disciplines.
Her work Masses, co-created with Shih-Wei Wang, Tzi-Mei Li, and Helmi Fita,
earned the Performing Arts Award at the 18th Taishin Arts Awards in 2020. Tien was
selected for an artist residency in Paris by the Ministry of Culture of Taiwan. Her
pieces have premiered at Taipei Arts Festival, Dance Massive (Melbourne), and
American Dance Festival. The Hole and Stem were presented in Avignon, Shen-
zhen Contemporary Theatre Biennale, and Dance Bridges Festival (Kolkata).
Additionally, her dance video collaboration with artist Cheuk-lam Chih, Drifting Dust,
has been exhibited in Kaohsiung, Chiayi (Taiwan), and Madrid (Spain).
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Alex Chen is from South Bend,
Indiana, USA. He currently dances
with Ku & Dancers and is active as a
freelance dancer, choreographer and
teacher. After graduating from the
Dance department of National Taiwan
Sports University, Chen has worked
with various dance companies and
independent artists; and has toured in

cities including Sibu of Malaysia,

Edinburgh, and Macao.
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Born and raised in Japan, she became
interested in choreography at 13. Her works
have won numerous awards domestically and
internationally. After graduating from the
dance department of Kobe Women's Universi-
ty, she was selected as the choreographer of
the "Kaohsiung International Youth Choreog-
raphy Camp" in 2017. She has danced with
many dance companies in Taiwan, and also
been appointed as the modern dance chore-
ographer representative, rehearsal director
and judge of the Taiwan Grand Prix.

11/16 {ERIEIRD {EE Cast of Survival Ring
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A freelance dancer, choreographer and improviser, Lai graduated from the Gradu-

ate Institute of Dance, TNUA. Her dance works were presented at different venues.

She has worked with various dance companies, includigeRly
Dance Theatre, Taipei Dance Circle, and Legend LingsElQ eatre.

#8850
Szu-Ying Lai
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Received her MFA in Dance Choreograp m yoined Ku & Danc-
ers in 2008 and has participated in perfo es Decode2010, Voltar and
View Hunting, as well as the production and '}Serformance of previous idt festivals.
An interdisciplinary performer dedicated to dance education teaching improvisation
and yoga, she has travelled with the group to Australia, Malaysia, South Korea,

Beijing, and Japan for exchanges, teaching, and performant
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After graduating from the Dance
Department of Chinese Culture
University, Chia-hsien Su joined Ku
& Dancer in 2016. Su had danced
with Sun-Shier Dance Theatre and

Taipei Folk Dance Theatre. Recent- |

ly, he has been commissioned to
present dance work in Sun-shier
Salon. He also holds an MFA degree
from the Dance Department,
Chinese Culture University.
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As an active choreographer and dancer, Ming-Shen Ku has settled her base in
Taiwan since 1987. Ku's works are influenced by many Western and Eastern
dance styles, a merging development from her diverse backgrounds. In 1991, Ku
became deeply involved in Contact Improvisation and introduced it to Taiwan. She
founded her dance company "Ku & Dancers" in 1993 to present new works and
promote the art of improvisation. Ku & Dancers has set their foot print in New
York, Australia, Paris, London, China, Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia. Ku has also
been invited as a guest artist to perform and teach in many universities and dance
companies around the world. She has received Wu San Lien Award, a lifetime
achievement award, in 2009, and the 21st National Award for Arts in 2019.
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RUEAF[ERR) RLREHELT - R
EH - BIENE - TIFNE] B%RE ; ZEER
EEBEMHENEGE B ESE TEEED
HWIRLE R ) 184 - THIETZREEE) BNRE
B> TEHEE, BHEEENERERR - 828H
A Ti-Dance Japan International Cl Festival}
38 TAIAERMENREGE ) - FE li-Dance
)1~ FEiEhnHThN TEIFRSIEES) -

Mei Li is the Director at "Mei-Kuang Li Creativity
\ Psychology Workstation™. She worked with

- Kirstie Simson in the filming of ‘International
Documentary of Dance Improvisation' and has
been invited to perform and teach improvisation
in numerous festivals in Japan, Korea, Hong
Kong and Madagascar. She is an active practi-  ©
tioner, a performer of improvisation, a member

oy

<

of Ku & Dancers. She cur(ently te.a&tesg{. e
Dance Forum Taipei Dance Company.
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Jean-jean Chang
MIXZERE Performer of MIX

2008FE FAL BT R BISANEHRAAE - BIENA KAV - BUBPOEHRE
FH-BRENA THEE) ES > BSHRYE (8520100 - (X)) - (RED X
% PR i AR 22 Bk J ED SR ER (icit) R RV - WESEEREN - BTG - 088 - 4B -
BHAZR - SRR

Received her MFA in l’arﬁ Choreography from TNUA, Chang joined Ku & Dancers
in 2008 and has participated in performances such as Decode2010, Voltar and View
Hunting, as well as the production and performance of previous idt festivals. An
interdisciplinary performer dedicated to dance education teaching improvisation and
yoga, she has travelled with the group to Australia, Malaysia, South Korea, Beijing,
and Japan for exchanges, teaching, and performa;%s. \
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MIXEEE Performer of MIX San
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Dr. Chen graduated from TNUA He ( \ ?,,
has dual interests in art and science. \ P _
He focuses on the two-way interaction -y » earned awards, gran

between theory and practice. Through ' ‘

embodied practice, he expands the

possibility of interdisciplinary research

and explores issues related to

consciousness, awareness, perception

and action. He is a certified teacher of

the International Feldenkrais Associa-

tion, the director of Do Less Somatic

Studio, an adjunct lecturer at TNUA,

and a member of Ku & Dancers.
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Viktor Schramek, a Slovakian-born musician and educator now based in Taiwan, is
a versalile percussionist and drummer. After studying classical music in Slovakia,
he honed his jazz performance skills under Professor
Martin Sulc in Prague. At just sixteen, he embarked
BN on a European tour with the Pressburger Klezmer

. Band. He continued to refine his craft as a session
jazz musician and fusion drummer from 2010 to 2015.
4 In 2016, he relocated to Taitung, Taiwan, where he
began collaborating with indigenous artists, music
bands, and dancers. Schramek's expertise led him to
share his insights with the international dance com-
munity at the International Contact Dance Improvisa-
tion Conference in Thailand in 2022 and 2023.
Currently, he is actively preparing for more dance-mu-
sic collaborations, both in Taiwan and abroad.
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Li graduated from Berklee College of Music majoring in
film scoring. After graduation, she returned to Taiwan
and started her career in film scoring. At the same time,
she was involved in dance accompaniment and music
pedagogy. She pursued this and received her MA degree from the Teachers

College, Columbia University. Currently, she is an adjunct lecturer in major dance

schools including TNUA, National Taiwan University of Arts, National Taiwan
College of Performing Arts, and etc. She is interested in finding sound in the

environment. With various instruments, she experimentally works with improvisa-

tion dance and other disciplines.
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S’H‘éngkafChhang. an experimental artist from Pey Rj :

Taiwan, fuses electronic music, sound design, fi
recordings, and computer music. Renowned fi

lighted participations include “Bisofderly Borders",
Lacking Sound Festival, Autumn Arts Festival, "LIGHT
UP Nan Village", and the Taiwan Sound Experiment Lab.
His scoring for animation "I secured the 2022
Kuandu Animation Festival Jury Award.
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Avant-garde musician Tai isg8onic explorer,

delving into the realms of srimental

music improvisation ang j@ie composi- ' \\\\

tions for new music t y
toggles between these contrasting creative
states, seeking the limitless possibilities of
sound. Tai's artistry strikes a harmonious
balance, employing "Aleatoric Music Com-
position" to facilitate genuine dialogues with
space, environment, and people. Her work
transcends boundaries, awakening profound
moments in listeners' hearts and fostering
communal connections through music.
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idance Taipei 2023

Production Team

Artistic Director/Producer
Ming-Shen Ku

Lighting Designer & Stage Manager
Ding-Zong He

Open Showcase

Enru Lin, Jun-Wei Fang

Environmental Theatre

Yi-Chi Lin, Jun-Wei Fang
Spectrum of Dance Improvisation
Chen-Wei Hsu

Workshop Registration

Ming-Chu Yu, Tai-Yueh Chen,
Jen-hung Huang

Workshop Translators
Christopher Chu, Tai-Yueh Chen
Round Table Discussion
Christopher Chu

Open Jam

Jean-jean Chang

Foreign Artists Coordinator
Szu-Ying Lai

Domeslic Artisls Ceordinalor
Chia-Hsien Su

Artists Reception

Yen-Lin Huang, Tamaki Mizuno
Volunteers Coordinator

An-Li Su

Pholegraphy and Videcgraphy

Enru Lin (coordinator),
Yung-Ru Tang, Po-Yu Huang

Manager

Cynthia Wang

AdministrationTicketing/Front Desk

Tan Pipk Ning

Administration Executive

Huai-Hsuan Mi

Ticketing

Pei-Chi Huang

Front Desk

Jia-Wai Ding

Public Relations/Fundraising

Ming-Shen Ku

Key-image |Bustrator

Yung- Ling Chen

Graptwe Design

Pei-Wei Huang

Program Beoklet Editor

Christopher Chu, Tan Pipk Ning, Huai-Hsuan Mi
Official Website

Alex Chen

Publicity

Enru Lin, Chia-Hsien Su,

Christopher Chu

Facebook Page Manager

Christopher Chu

Souvenir

Jean-jean Chang, Mei Li

Executive Support

Guwu Cultural & Creative Inc.

Stage Technical Support

I-Fang Lee, Chun Peng Cho, I-Xuan Chou,
Yi Chieh Ko, Ko Shin Jang, Ching Chun Huang,
Tsan-Hung Tsai, Chun Hao Hsueh, Hsaing Jung Su
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